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DETAILED ACTION 



Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 



Claim Objections 

Claims 1 and 3 are objected to because of the following informalities. 

As to claim 1 , The limitation ..."and this description scheme includes " 

wherein "this description" should be changed to "this description scheme" in 
order to clarify that "this description scheme" is referring to its antecedent. 

As to claim 2, The limitation ..."the information" should be changed to just 
"information". 

As to claim 3, The limitation ..."and the segment is an separate file"..., 
should be changed to ..."and the segment is a separate file"... in order to make 
the claim grammatically correct. 

As to claim 6, the limitation ..."the temporal segment" should be changed 
to "a temporal segment". 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 



Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 
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Claims 1- 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claims have no 
statutory class. The claims have no utility, nor do they produce any concrete, 
tangible, or useful results. Claims 1 - 9 merely recite a data structure or 
description of data. 

To expedite a complete examination of the instant application the claims 
rejected under 35 U.S.C 101 (nonstatutory) above are further rejected as set 
forth below in anticipation of applicant amending these claims to place them 
within the four statutory categories of invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1 - 9 recite the limitation "the original audio/video content". There is 

insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

To overcome this rejection, change "the original audio/video content" to 

"single or multiple compressed or uncompressed audio/video content(s)". For 

the purpose of this rejection, "single or multiple compressed or uncompressed 

audio/video content(s)" is used in place of "the original audio/video content". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 



Application/Control Number: 09/863,352 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2614 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1. Claims 1 - 2, 5 - 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 

U. S. Patent No. 6,236,395 (Sezan et al.). 

As to claim 1 , Sezan et al. teaches a description scheme (Program 
description scheme 18 in Figure 1) of summary data of audio and/or visual data 
(Column 4, lines 40 - 45, 58 - 59). 

Sezan et al. also teaches a description scheme (Program description 
scheme 18 in Figure 1) wherein an audio/visual slide (Figures 9 represent the 
KeyFrame view slide for each program view) is composed of multiple important 
portions (Column 4, lines 3 - 4) of its content, relating to single or multiple 
compressed or uncompressed audio/video content(s) (program 38 in Figure 2). 
Keyframe view of Figure 9 contains a left hand column that contains 
representative frames that are representative of different programs (Hereinafter 
representative program frames). Within each representative program frame, the 
lower portion of Figure 9 contains frames representing different key portions of 
the particular selected program (Column 14, lines 28 - 34, hereinafter Key 
Frames). Therefore, the KeyFrame view reads on the limitation, being composed 
of multiple important portions (Key Frames) of its content, relating to multiple 
compressed or uncompressed audio/video contents (Representative program 
frames). Note that Highlight view in Figure 10 and Event View in Figure 1 1 also 
read onto the present claim. 



Application/Control Number: 09/863,352 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2614 

Sezan et al. also teaches slide components (Representative program 
frames and Key Frames) of the audio/video slide are described sequentially. 
Representative program frames (Left hand portion of Figure 9) and Key Frames 
for a particular program (lower portion of Figure 9) are displayed one after 
another, or sequentially in their respective confined sections. 

Sezan et al. also teaches this description scheme (Program description 
scheme 18 in Figure 1) includes a description about a link between the single 
compressed or uncompressed audio/video content (program 38 in Figure 2) and 
the slide components (Key Frames and Representative program frames) 
(Column 16, lines 5 - 22). <KeyFramesView> specifies key frame start and end 
ids in a program described as the lower portion of Figure 9, therefore, there is a 
direct link between the single compressed or uncompressed audio/video 
content(s) (program 38 in Figure 2) and the slide components (Key Frames). 
Also, each representative program frame representing a particular program has a 
program, program id, program name, and a source location (Column 15, lines 20 
- 34), therefore, each representative program frame that makes up the slide 
components of the left hand portion of Figure 9 has a description about a link to 
multiple compressed or uncompressed audio/video contents. 

As to claim 2, Sezan et al. teaches a description scheme of summary data 
(program description scheme 18 in Figure 1) wherein the slide components (Key 
Frames) of the audio/video are multiple segments included in the single 
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compressed or uncompressed audio/video content as discussed in the rejection 
of claim 1 . 

Sezan et al. also teaches information (Video clips) about the segments are 
described sequentially. Each video clip associated with each key frame are 
defined by the descriptor <clip> (Column 16, 18 - 20). The clips are defined 
sequentially in the program description scheme description on Column 16 in the 
Key Frame view section. 

As to claim 5, see rejection of claim 1 and note that Sezan et al. also 
teaches a description scheme of summary data (program description scheme 18 
in Figure 1) wherein if there are multiple compressed or uncompressed 
audio/video contents (Programs 38 in Figure 2), the description about the link 
between the compressed or uncompressed audio/video contents (Programs 38 
in Figure 2) and the slide components (Key Frames, Lower portion of Figure 9) is 
the description about the identifier (Frame start and end ids in Column 16, lines 1 
- 5) of the compressed or uncompressed audio/video contents (Programs 38 in 
Figure 2) to which the slide components belong. 

As to claim 6, see rejection of claim 1 and note that Sezan et al. also 
teaches a description scheme of summary data (program description scheme 18 
in Figure 1) wherein if there is a single compressed or uncompressed 
audio/video content (Program 38 in Figure 2), the description (KeyFrame view 
description in Figure 9) about the link between the compressed or uncompressed 
audio/video content (Program 38 in Figure 2) and the slide components 
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(KeyFrames, lower portion of Figure 9) is the description about a temporal 
segment (Each key frame in the lower portion of Figure 9) in the compressed or 
uncompressed audio/video content (Program 38 in Figure 2) of the slide 
components (KeyFrames, lower portion of Figure 9) (Column 14, lines 32 - 34, 
Column 16, lines 1 -20). 

As to claim 7, Sezan et al. also teaches a browsing method using the 
summary data of audio/visual (Column 4, lines 58 - 59) described in the 
description scheme of claim 1 , wherein it is possible to transfer from playback of 
the audio/video slide to playback of the single or multiple compressed or 
uncompressed audio/video content relating to the slide components of the 
audio/video slide, and it is possible to transfer reversely from playback of single 
or multiple compressed or uncompressed audio/video content to playback of the 
slide (Column 12, lines 10-16). 

As to claim 8, see rejection of claim 1 and note that Sezan et al. also 
teaches a browsing method using the summary data of audio/video (Column 4, 
lines 58 - 59) described in the description scheme of claim 1 , wherein it is 
possible to display the attribute data described about the corresponding single 
compressed or uncompressed content (Programs 38 in Figure 2) by using the 
description of the audio/video slide components (Key Frames) during playback of 
the audio/video slides. Each Key Frame (lower portion of Figure 9) contains clip 
information (start and end frame id descriptions) that are video segments 
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(attributes) of the single compressed or uncompressed content (Column 14, 32 - 
34, Column 16, lines 19 - 22). 

As to claim 9, see rejection of claim 1 and note that Sezan et al. also 
teaches the audio/video slide component (Key Frames, lower portion of Figure 9) 
contains description <Clip> that specifics the start and end frame id's of a 
segment of the original program (Column 16, lines 16-21). A user can select to 
play back the desired segment by searching data indicating the frames that are 
presented in the program description scheme (Column 9, line 67, Column 10, line 
1). Therefore, corresponding single compressed or uncompressed audio/video 
content is played by using the description data (<Clip> data) of the audio/video 
slide components (Key Frames) during playback of the audio/video slide (Key 
Frame View, Figure 9). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U. S. 



Patent No. 6,236,395 (Sezan et al.) in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,930,493 (Ottesen et 
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As to claim 3, see rejection of claim 1 and note that Sezan et al. also 
teaches a description scheme of summary data (program description scheme 18 
in Figure 1) wherein the slide components (Key Frames) of the audio/video are 
multiple segments included in the multiple compressed or uncompressed 
audio/video content(s) (Column 9, 45 - 52). 

Sezan et al. also teaches that the segment is in a separate file (Column 
10, 4 - 5). Sezan et al. states that summarized information may be recorded 
onto a storage device, therefore, each summary from Column 9, lines 45 - 52 
can be recorded individually. Since each summary is recorded individually, each 
recorded summary is a separate file. Sezan et al. also teaches the stored 
information includes an index code so that it can be located at a later time 
(Column 10, lines 6 -7). 

Sezan et al. fails to explicitly teach a set of files is described sequentially. 

However, Ottesen et al. teaches that an indexed sequential series of 
compressed video segments are stored on a mass storage device. This reads 
on the present claim limitation of a set of files (video segments) are described 
(indexed) sequentially. 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art, to modify the indexing and storing method of 
Sezan et al., using the storage and indexing method of Ottesen et al., for the 
purpose of providing an efficient means for organizing the video segments in a 
customized manner (Column 10, lines 7 - 8). 
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3. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U. S. 

Patent No. 6,236,395 (Sezan et al.) in view of European Patent Application No. 

99301761.5 (Published 09/15/1999, Kitamura). 

As to claim 4, see rejection of claim 1 and note that Sezan et al. also 
teaches wherein the slide components (Key Frames in lower portion of Figure 9) 
of the audio/video are multiple segments (Key Frames) included in the single 
compressed or uncompressed audio/video content (particular program, Column 
16, lines 34). 

Sezan et al. fails to explicitly teach a set of segments is integrated as one 
composite file, and the individual segments of the composite file are described 
sequentially. 

However, Kitamura teaches that two video stream (DA and DB, as 
illustrated in Figure 8A and Figure 8B, respectively) are integrated (Spliced) as 
one composite file (Composite video data, illustrated as DAB in Figure 8D) 
(Column 12, lines 5-11). Kitamura further teaches that the individual segments 
(DA and DB in Figure 8A and 8B, respectively) of the composite file (DAB in 
Figure 8D) are described sequentially (Figure 8C). This reads on the claim 
limitation Sezan et al. fails to teach. 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art, to modify the display and arrangement of video 
segments of Sezan et al., using the segment arrangement and segment 
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processing method of Kitamura, for the purpose of preventing a discontinuity in 
the output data (video segments, Column 5, lines 44 - 48), therefore letting the 
user playback continuous summary data without the steps of selecting which 
summary data to watch. 



Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. U.S. Patent No. 6,148,140 (Okada et al.) discloses a method for 
combining video data into one stream. U.S. Patent No. 6,226,447 (Sasaki et al.) 
discloses a method for saving video data. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Wai Lam whose telephone number is (571) 272-2827. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7:30 - 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller can be reached on (571) 272-7353. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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